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22nd NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR BOOK AWARDS SHORTLIST ANNOUNCED 
 
(August 16, 2018 – St. John’s, NL) The Writers’ Alliance of Newfoundland and Labrador is pleased to announce 
the finalists for the prestigious Newfoundland and Labrador Book Awards (NLBAs). This year, the Awards 
honour excellence in the categories of Fiction and Children’s/Young Adult.  
 
Finalists for the 2018 Newfoundland and Labrador Book Award for Fiction 
Sponsored by Killick Capital 

• BRIDGET CANNING for The Greatest Hits of Wanda Jaynes (Breakwater Books) 

• JOEL THOMAS HYNES for We’ll All Be Burnt in Our Beds Some Night (HarperCollins Publishers Ltd.) 

• MARY WALSH for Crying for the Moon: A Novel (HarperCollins Publishers Ltd.) 
 
Jury Members: Matthew LeDrew, Elisabeth de Mariaffi, Sara Tilley 
 
Finalists for the 2018 Bruneau Family Children’s/Young Adult Award  

• LORI DOODY for The Puffin Problem (Running the Goat, Books and Broadsides) 

• SHEILAH LUKINS for Full Speed Ahead: Errol’s Bell Island Adventure (Breakwater Books) 

• REBECCA NORTH for Elliot and the Impossible Fish (Breakwater Books) 
 
Jury Members: Theresa Uchechi Ezeuko, Catherine Hogan-Safer, Susan MacDonald 
 
Public readings by the finalists will take place as follows: 

• Fiction: Wednesday, August 29th at 7:00 pm, the Foran Room, City Hall, 10 New Gower St., St. John’s, 
NL. Hosted by CBC’s Angela Antle. 

• Children’s/Young Adult: Thursday, August 30th at 6:30 pm, AC Hunter Children’s Library, Arts & 
Culture Centre, 125 Allandale Rd, St. John’s NL. Hosted by Rogers TV’s Don-E Coady. After the 
readings, children may enjoy balloon twisting and arts and crafts in an adjacent room. 

 
The winning authors will be announced at a ceremony on Wednesday, September 5th at Government House 
in St. John’s. Each winner will receive a cash prize of $1500, with the remaining finalists to receive $500 each. 

 
The Newfoundland and Labrador Book Awards are held annually by the Writers’ Alliance of Newfoundland and 
Labrador (WANL) to recognize excellence in writing by authors resident in Newfoundland and Labrador, under the 
distinguished patronage of The Honourable Judy Foote, Lieutenant Governor of Newfoundland and Labrador.  
The 2018 NLBAs were made possible by the generous support of Killick Capital and the Bruneau Family. We also 
wish to thank Rogers TV, NL Public Libraries, the City of St. John’s, The Telegram, Perfect Day, NL Teachers’ 
Association, and Broken Books for their kind contributions, as well as Angela Antle and Don-E Coady for giving 
their time to host our shortlist readings.  

 
 



What the jury members said about the shortlisted books: 
 
Fiction Finalists: 
 
"After much deliberation, we have selected for our shortlist The Greatest Hits of Wanda Jaynes by Bridget Canning, 
We’ll All Be Burnt in Our Beds Some Night by Joel Thomas Hynes, and Crying for the Moon: A Novel by Mary Walsh. 
We feel these books best represent the diversity of voice and spirit that is modern Newfoundland: at times 
whimsical and playful, at times equally as harsh and unforgiving.” 
 
BRIDGET CANNING, The Greatest Hits of Wanda Jaynes  
"Canning's book is a fast, funny read, an enjoyable deconstruction of sudden fame and greatness - it feels 
authentically of our time and place. A wonderful read from start to finish." 
 
JOEL THOMAS HYNES, We’ll All Be Burnt in Our Beds Some Night  
"An exceedingly well-paced narrative that never falls apart. It is bleak and uncompromising: 'The Odyssey' of 
modern Newfoundland fiction by way of 'Huckleberry Finn.'" 
 
MARY WALSH, Crying for the Moon: A Novel  
"A bitter, relentless look into one woman's experience with womanhood, sexuality, gender, and the point at 
which extreme violence begets and creates extreme violence. Packed with stunning storytelling and drama." 
 
Children’s/Young Adult Finalists: 
 
LORI DOODY, The Puffin Problem  
“Doody’s story has a good framework; a delightful book full of whimsy and cleverness. The author was able to 
capture an invasion scenario and was able to sustain the story with a good outline from the beginning, middle, 
and end.” 
 
SHEILAH LUKINS, Full Speed Ahead: Errol’s Bell Island Adventure  
“Great adventure, very intriguing, with lots of humour to keep the reader cracking up in laughter. The author was 
able to work through different emotions of the key character while keeping the story consistent and engaging.” 
 
REBECCA NORTH, Elliot and the Impossible Fish  
“Great story to keep a child reader excited with an intriguing ending. The words have a musical cadence that will 
make it a terrific story to read aloud. Presence of significant details in the series of actions and events to keep the 
child reader thrilled.” 
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